
PHIL 481-002 Topics in Philosophy: Self-Deception                 Winter 2017 
 
Tuesday and Thursday: 11:35-12:55 
Leacock Building 927 
Instructor: Maiya Jordan      
Email:  maiya.jordan@mcgill.ca    
Office:  
Office hours:  
 

 
Course Description  
 
Most of us can recall having self-deceived at some point �± or at least, we can think of instances 
when we have observed others doing so. In fact, it seems that self-deception is widespread. 
People deceive themselves about why they failed exams, why they skipped going to the gym, 
and about how many glasses of wine they will have later. They lie to themselves about how 
smart their children are, how prejudiced their judgement of others is, and about when they will 
sit down and start that paper. But how can someone pull off a lie to herself? W



3. Paper 2 (30%) A term paper (6 pages) on an assigned topic, due on March 21st. 
 
4. Short presentation (10%) A short presentation (5-6 minutes) on your chosen topic 
with two discussion questions for the group.

http://www.mcgill.ca/


Schedule of readings 



Week 7 14th  Guest speaker: Jason D'Cruz, University at Albany, SUNY (TBA) 
 
  



  6th  The Ethics of Self-Deception*  
- Baron, “What Is Wrong with Self-Deception?” 
- Optional: Kirsch, “What’s So Great about Reality?” 

 
Week 14 11th  Review for final exam �± exam released in class 
    
 
Exam due date TBA 
 

 


