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 BREAKOUT ROOM INSTRUCTIONS  D21-37 APPENDIX A 

Preamble: 
 
Senate’s Ad Hoc Advisory Committee on COVID Academic Planning and Policies has a mandate 
to “…liaise with and advise the University’s senior administration on COVID-related decisions 
affecting academic planning and policies, and how such decisions can be most effectively 
communicated and implemented”. It has been active for many months, and its full activities are 
captured through minutes on its website.  
 
More specifically, the Ad Hoc committee has played a role in making important 
recommendations around academic planning, including the following: 

A) Offering instructors flexibility to offer up to 20% of their Winter 2022 courses
from coming to our campuses.  

D) Developing support for online synchronous participation, as part of the tools to support 
student accommodation requests. 

E) Continue to strongly encourage, but not mandate, instructors to record their course 
content or use online synchronous, whenever possible. 

 
The open discussion provides an opportunity for additional engagement with all Senators on 
topics pertaining to academic planning in the COVID context.  
 
Open Discussion Questions 
 

1. Given what we know so far about the Winter 2022 term at McGill, what adjustments to 
academic activities might be considered between now and the end of term, and should 
these be considered by the Ad Hoc Committee? 

 
2. What measures put in place pursuant to the Ad Hoc Committee’s recommendations 

ought Senate recommend we continue longer-term? 
 

3. What are Senators’ views on the emerging trend we are seeing in terms of a move away 
from in-person, centrally-administered final examinations as a mode of student 
assessment?  

 
Instructions: 
 

• Each group will be in a separate breakout room and will have 10 minutes to discuss the 
assigned question. 

https://www.mcgill.ca/senate/committeesofsenate/ad-hoc-committees/ad-hoc-advisory-committee-covid-academic]5
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